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Promoting music
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President's Letter
Dear VSS Members,
It is hard to believe that we are
headed into the holiday season
and that 2021 is drawing to a
close! The latter part of this year
started to feel almost "normal",
as the VSS was able to host two wonderful events
that were attended by many of our members - and by
a few new friends, as well.
In September, the VSS had the privilege of
welcoming incoming VSO Music Director Eric
Jacobsen at an elegant reception at the William and
Mary Alumni House, sponsored by Compass Wealth
Strategies. The turn-out was fabulous and Eric's
energy and enthusiasm were evident to all who
attended. It was a wonderful way for our members to
make a connection with the new music director and
to get a chance to showcase the Williamsburg
audience's support and dedication to VSO. And as an
added treat, guests were delighted by the
performance by the young and talented Tidewater
Cello Ensemble, led by WJCC orchestra teacher
Susan Hines and her daughter, Erin Hines. Many
thanks to Lara & Rick Overy for sponsoring and
facilitating this event. Thanks also to Stacey
Grimsley for sponsoring the wine bar.
In October, the fun continued with a wonderful
dinner and private concert offered exclusively to VSS
members. Thanks to the idea and generous
sponsorship from Bob & Diane Petterson, our
members enjoyed the music of the VSO's
Chesapeake Quartet along with dinner at the
beautiful Ford's Colony Country Club. We

received rave reviews from those who attended. It
was simply wonderful to listen to glorious music
and to visit once again with friends, old and new.
Many thanks to Jean Marie Thompson for
organizing the many details that made this event
so special.
And if you attended one or both of these events,
we want to say a big Thank You to you, as well.
The VSS could not carry on without the
attendance and participation of our members. We
also cannot carry on without your support in
another form - we need your help to plan and
organize future events and activities! After such
a long hiatus, we would like to start planning
more VSS activities, like the ones mentioned
above, in support of the 100th season of the
Virginia Symphony Orchestra. However, we are
in real need of hands-on help in order to make
that happen. Involvement can range from a
minimal time commitment focused on a specific
activity/task to playing a more consistent role in
VSS leadership. But we really cannot do it
without you. Here are a few opportunities I ask
each of you to consider:
- Social Events
Planning and execution - looking for a team to
generate ideas and coordinate and promote
events.
- Annual Gala
Interested in having some fun while we plan for
Gala fun on April 213, 2022? We are looking for
creative and action-oriented members that want
to help with pre-event planning and/or assist
onsite at the Gala.

-continued on next page
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- Quarterly Newsletter
We are looking for writers, editors, photographers,
organizers and anyone that can help create this
quarterly publication.

Along with the VSS board and the VSO, I remain
very grateful to all our members for your continued
loyalty and support. Happy Holidays to all!
All the best,

Sarah Ortego

- Membership
Be a VSS amabssador - help build our community o)
music enthusiasts and help expand our membership
in creative ways.
- Become a VSS Board Member
Have a seat at the table as we make important
decisions about how best to support the VSO and
plan for the future of the VSS.
P lease reach out to me or any VSS board member to
express your interest or to inquire further about our
needs. The good news is you can even bring your
own friends. Encourage your friends to get involved
with you.
Finally, there are two more ways you can help
ensure the longevity and success of the Virginia
Symphony Society - membership dues and gala
tickets! After waiving membership dues for a year
since Covid prevented us from offering anything to
our members, the VSS will now resume collecting
annual membership fees. Our membership team will
be contacting those whose membership is nearing
expiration. It is very understandable that many
members do not realize they are in arrears, given
all the disruption over the last year and half. If
you happen to know you that you have not renewed
your membership in the last year or more, you
do not have to wait until you are contacted. In fact,
it would be a tremendous help if you could take a
moment to renew
online
through
our
website (vasymphonysociety.com) or by mailing a
check to P.O. Box 102, Williamsburg, VA 23187.
Thank you!
And of course, our most important upcoming event
is the long-awaited, twice postponed Annual Gala to
be held on Saturday, April 23, 2022 at Two Rivers
Country Club. If you can only do one thing to the
support the VSS, reserve that date now and purchase
your tickets as soon as they become available in the
new year.

This is an exciting time of year as we enter the holiday
season. There are many upcoming musical moments to be
enjoyed. Check out these ideas you can share and gift the
magic of music:
• ENJOY LIVE HOLIDAY CONCERT. The VSO is presenting
Holiday Brass in Williamsburg on December 15 th• Go to
the VS0 website https://virginiasymphony.org/ to find
out more about all the concerts this season including
the fabulous Holiday Pops at Ferguson.
• GIVE THE GIFT OF MEMBERSHIP. As we approach the
holiday season, what better gift for a friend than
membership in the VSS. As you know, the VSS sponsors
lovely events for our members, a 15% discount on VSO
concert tickets, and the satisfaction of supporting our
internationally- recognized orchestra. Visit our website
https://vasymphonysociety.com for more information.

• MAKE A DONATION TO THE VIRGINIA SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA. The pandemic hit orchestras hard, and
the VSO is no exception. Please consider making a
donation directly to the VSO on behalf of yourself or as
a gift on behalf of a friend or loved one at
https:iivirginiasymphony.orgi and hit the "Support the
VSO11 tab.

NEWS FLASH - NEW IN WILLIAMSBURG
February 27th at 6:30pm at Williamsburg Presbyterian Church (215 Richmond Road) the VSO Chorus
(70-80 singers) accompanied by piano and organ will present a concert. The official announcement has
not yet been released so this is an early notice so that you can mark your calendars now.
Program Title: "Singing the Darkness to Light" Featuring works from Adolphus Hailstork, Margaret
Bonds, Bach and more.
The featured pirce will be Morten Lauridsen's Lux Aeterna. The five movements of Lux Aeterna are
based on various references to light from
sacred Latin texts: perpetual light, light risen
in the darkness, Redeemer-born light from
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light, light of the Holy Spirit, light of hearts,
most blessed light, eternal light - all
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supporting an earthbound spirit seeking not
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only mercy, understanding, and consolation
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but also renewal.
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Tickets will go on sale following the official
announcement.
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