Audition Excerpt Preparation
with John Shawger

« Opening French Horn solo of Richard Strauss’s 17/ Enlenspiegels Merry Pranks

« Comes up in HS auditions, college auditions, professional auditions
« For every piece we play, we need to focus on great rhythm, sound, and character
« Preparing the excerpt:

« The phrasing doesn’t correspond with the beats—play with a metronome

under tempo and add accents on the big beats to ensure everything lines up
« Add in Strauss’ tempo markings and pay attention to the transitions

« Play with a beautiful and resonant sound across this wide range—try

practicing it on your mouthpiece to get a full sound throughout

« This piece is a tone poem—ryou want a humorous, sneaking feel for the main

‘jokester’ character

For more videos, please visit https://virginiasymphony.org/learninglab/
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